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The stakes are high for community nonprofits this election season. On November 5, Connecticut will
hold elections for President of the United States, U.S. Senate and House of Representatives and the
entire state legislature. These officials will shape state and federal policy for the coming years.

Before new candidates are sworn into office and others are re-elected, it is imperative that community
nonprofits engage with candidates to highlight the important work that you do and the issues that
impact you and the people you serve.

Election related activities are part of a larger continuum of civic engagement for many in the nonprofit
community. By engaging voters and candidates this election season, nonprofits will further their
missions, have a positive impact on communities, build relationships with potential and current elected
officials, and increase the general understanding of policy issues important to community nonprofits.

The Alliance encourages you to organize one or more of the following activities:

e Attend a Legislative Candidate Forum. The Alliance will be hosting a series of legislative
candidate forums in September and October. Feel free to attend the forum nearest where you
live, work or both!

e Invite Candidates to an Organizational Event (Board of Directors, staff meeting, ribbon-cutting,
etc.). Candidates are looking for different opportunities to meet voters, a tour of your facility or
organizational event is a great way to introduce a candidate to the work you do;

e Host a Voter Registration and/or Pledge to Vote Drives. Never assume someone is registered
to vote! And if someone has moved recently, they need to re-register! The Alliance will share
messaging intend to remind everyone in your organization to register and plan to vote.

Below is additional information on these types of events, engaging candidates and voters, and
complying with election laws. Please share your plans with us so we can support your efforts!

As you plan for these activities, keep the following key dates in mind for 2024:

e September 24: National Voter Registration Day
e October 4: Absentee Ballots Available

e October 21: NEW: Early Voting Begins *
e November 3: Early Voting Ends

e November 5: Election Day (Same Day Registration, too)

ote

*For further detail on registration deadlines (absentee, in-person, etc.), click here.
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https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sots/education/early-voting/2024_digital_brochures/english/early_voting_2024_general_election_digital_brochure_english_color.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/sots/common-elements/v5-template---redesign/elections--voting--home-page

1. Attend a Legislative Candidate Forum

Attending (or hosting) a legislative candidate forum is an excellent way for candidates to hear about
issues that impact your organization. A forum can increase awareness about the community you support
and your organization and other community partners.

A “speed dating” format allows all attendees to have a (brief) conservation with each candidate. A
“Town Hall” format allows your staff, the people you serve, and other community members to ask
candidates questions about issues that are important to them. One thing to keep in mind, all candidate
forums must remain nonpartisan so each candidate must get equal time to speak/respond. More on
that below in “Nonpartisan Rules to Follow.”

Alliance staff are happy to provide technical assistance and answer any questions about these
nonpartisan election activities.

2. Invite Candidates to Tours, Organizational Meetings or Events

An easy way to engage candidates is to invite them to tour your facility or attend your next Board or
staff meeting or organization event. Whether they are running for the first time or have served for
years, it is important for them to learn about the work that you do, meet your Board members, staff,
even people you serve as appropriate, and hear how you fit into the fabric of your community and our
state. You will likely want to make arrangements beforehand for candidates to participate at different
times so they are comfortable speaking freely.

3. Host Voter Registration & Pledge to Vote Drives

Research by Nonprofit VOTE demonstrates that when community nonprofits talk to and assist the
people they serve with registering to vote, people are much more likely to vote and more likely to talk to
their friends and family about voting.

To host a voter registration or pledge to vote drive, you simply need a laptop and internet connection to
the CT Secretary of the State’s office.

You can review key voting dates and deadlines (listed on Page 1) as well as direct people to use The
Alliance’s unique URL for registering to vote using Connecticut’s online voter registration system.

Registering to vote in Connecticut is usually as easy as a few clicks. In partnership with the Office of the
Secretary of the State, The Alliance established a unique online voter registration link for nonprofits in
Connecticut’s online voter registration system. By using this unique URL
(https://voterregistration.ct.gov/OLVR/department.do?nvraCode=0P), we will be able to track how
many people registered to vote through nonprofit voter engagement events and activities at the
conclusion of the election! You just need a driver’s license to use the portal.

Below are step-by-step instructions for using the unique URL and adding it to your website and
communications.

Add The Logo & Link To Your Website Homepage
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To maximize awareness and consistency, please add the official “Nonprofits — REGISTER to Vote Here”
logo and button to your website homepage or in your email communications, linked to the URL.

NONPROFITS Aliance
akekekekakakekekekakekek
REGISTER to Vote Here

You or your website manager can copy and paste this HTML code to embed the logo with a link:

<a href="https://voterregistration.ct.gov/OLVR/department.do?nvraCode=0P" target="_blank"><img
src="http://ctnonprofitalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/vote-button-300x100.png"
alt="Nonprofits REGISTER to Vote Here" width="550" height="183" class="aligncenter size-medium wp-
image-6984" />

When you register people to vote or promote voter registration, use this link!
https://voterregistration.ct.gov/OLVR/department.do?nvraCode=0P

Pledge to Vote

When trying to register people to vote, you may come across people who are already registered to vote.
That’s okay! First, ask them if they have moved recently, because their voter registration does not
move with them. Second, ask if they will pledge to vote and have them complete a pledge to vote card
which you can use to count voter engagement and send them a reminder to vote close to Election Day.

Nonpartisan Rules to Follow

As long as you maintain strict nonpartisanship, do not explicitly or implicitly endorse a candidate and

provide all sides with equal access and opportunity, the IRS allows 501(c)(3) organizations to engage in
election work. By following a few easy steps, you can educate candidates and engage your constituents
in the political process.

Candidate Appearances: Educating current and potential elected officials about what you do is essential
to your advocacy efforts. If you are planning to host candidates at your organization, follow these
simple rules and guidelines:

e You must invite all candidates for a particular office. They don’t all have to attend, but they
must be invited.

e For both a candidate forum or a site visit/tour, we recommend hosting opposing candidates on
different dates or times. This will ensure a productive conversation and may result in better
attendance from each candidate.

e You must give each candidate equal opportunity and provide a similar venue, time and
presentation format for each event.

e You may also invite elected officials who are candidates to appear in their official capacity. If you
do so, make sure that the candidate is chosen to speak solely for reasons other than their
candidacy. While you can’t control what they say, take steps to ensure that the atmosphere of
the event is kept free of campaign activity.

e Finally, candidates are free to arrive uninvited to a public event you host. If that occurs, take
care that there is no actual or implied endorsement.
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http://www.ctnonprofits.org/ctnonprofits/sites/default/files/fckeditor/file/policy/private/jeff/tkCandidateApp.pdf

Additional Resources

Connecticut Voter Resources:

Alliance: Getting Politically Involved
Alliance: Making Financial Contributions to Candidates

CT Secretary of the State Voter Information Page
Register to Vote Online (requires ID from DMV)
Ballot Drop Box Locations (Excel file)

NEW: Early Voting

English Language Voter Registration Form

Spanish Language Voter Registration Form
Election Day Voter Registration Locations by Town
Voting by Absentee Ballot

Voting with a Disability Fact Sheet

Restoration of Voting Rights

| volunteer ata

nonprofit

and I

vote

a campaign of

ctrongrofits.ong

For more information, please contact Jeff Shaw, jshaw@ctnonprofitalliance.org
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https://ctnonprofitalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Nonprofit-Guide-to-Getting-Politically-Involved.pdf
https://ctnonprofitalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Nonprofit-Guide-Making-Financial-Contributions-to-Candidates-updated-4-24.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SOTS/Common-Elements/V5-Template---Redesign/Elections--Voting--Home-Page
https://voterregistration.ct.gov/OLVR/welcome.do
https://ctnonprofitalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2024-Ballot-Drop-Box-Locations-as-of-August-27-2024.xlsx
https://portal.ct.gov/sots/election-services/early-voting/early-voting
http://portal.ct.gov/SOTS/Election-Services/Register-to-Vote/Voter-Registration-Application-English-and-Spanish
http://portal.ct.gov/SOTS/Election-Services/Register-to-Vote/Voter-Registration-Application-English-and-Spanish
https://portal.ct.gov/sots/election-services/election-day-registration/election-day-registration
https://portal.ct.gov/SOTS/Election-Services/Voter-Information/Absentee-Voting
https://portal.ct.gov/SOTS/Election-Services/Voter-Information/Voters-with-Disabilities-Fact-Sheet
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SOTS/ElectionServices/HAVA/HavaPDF/The-Ultimate-Freedom-Rev2021.pdf
mailto:jshaw@ctnonprofitalliance.org

